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siderable acquisition of territory.    He shows an attach-                           f|
ment to the interests of Prussia.    Pay a long visit to the                           j,
Comte de Segur.    He is intriguing to the very eyes, while                            \\
he declares his determination to be quiet.    It is very pos-                             3)
sible, however, that he tells the truth, for man deceives                           ij'
himself much oftener than he deceives others.    After din-                           !
ner I pay a visit to M. de Montrnorin, and find him much agitated. After staying some time in the salon we retire together, and he gives me at last the speech I had. prepared for the King. He then tells me that his heart is full and he must disburden it; that, La Marck being gone, he has nobody but me whom he can trust. He then proceeds to tell me that the King, after appointing Moustier, and after Moustier's acceptance, wishes to be off, because he fears his reputation as an aristocrat, and especially the inconsequent conduct of Madame de Bre-han, both of which he, Montrnorin, had apprised him of before. He tells me that Moustier is, at the hour we are talking, in conversation with the King and Queen, and lie feels much wounded that he is not of the party. He says that he has proposed two things : one, to have a council formed of persons devoted to the royal interest who would pursue the Constitution strictly, but with the view to destroy it; and the other, to leave the ministry as it is, but with the change only of his own place and to have a private council, to consist of himself, M. de Moustier, Ma-louet, and the Abbe" de Montesquieu, or if he, from respect to his patron Monsieur, should decline, then the Archbishop of Aix ; that they will do nothing; that he finds his measures are disconcerted, and he knows not what to count upon; that he supposes this to come from the Comte Mercy d' Argenteau, who gives the Queen counsels well calculated to serve the interests of Austria. I tell him that perhaps some persons have done him ill offices 30 of rank had long used the birch as a means of settling their personal quarrels, and a slight, or &jeti d* esprit at the expense of fhe ladies and gentlemen of the court, was not infrequently revenged by whipping.
